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(Some) Recommendations from Kai Gutschow (2nd Year Studio Coordinator):
Zumthor, Peter. Thinking Architecture (2006)

In order to design a building with a sensuous connection to life, one must think in a way that goes far
beyond form and construction. In these essays Peter Zumthor expresses his motivation in designing
buildings, which speak to our emotions and understanding in so many ways, and possess a powerful
and unmistakable presence and personality. 

Benedikt, Michael. For An Architecture of Reality (1992)
A bold theoretical essay, with stirring cultural implications, that argues to restore the missing sense of
reality to architecture and insists on 'the direct esthetic experience of the real.' . . . a timely manifesto.
Thought-provoking and eminently quotable, it succeeds admirably in what it sets out to do: to recall
architecture, and not only architecture, to those all but mute meanings so often passed over and yet
inseparable from our everyday existence.

Pallasmaa, Juhani.  The Eyes of the Skin: Architecture and the Senses (1996, 2005)
First published in 1996, The Eyes of the Skin has become a classic of architectural theory and is
required reading on courses in schools of architecture around the world. It consists of two extended
essays. The first surveys the historical development of the ocularcentric paradigm in western culture
since the Greeks, and its impact on the experience of the world and the nature of architecture. The
second examines the role of the other senses in authentic architectural experiences, and points the
way towards a multi-sensory architecture which facilitates a sense of belonging and integration.

Moneo, Rafael, Theoretical Anxiety and Design Strategies in the Work of Eight Contemporary Architects
(2005)
The internationally acclaimed architect Rafael Moneo is known to be a courageous architect. His
major works include the Houston Museum of Fine Art, Davis Art Museum at Wellesley College, the
Stockholm Museum of Modern Art and Architecture, and the Potzdammer Platz Hotel in Berlin. Now
Moneo will be known as a daring critic as well. In this book, he looks at eight of his contemporaries--all
architects of international stature--and discusses the theoretical positions, technical innovations, and
design contributions of each. Moneo's discussion of these eight architects--James Stirling, Robert
Venturi, Aldo Rossi, Peter Eisenman, Álvaro Siza, Frank Gehry, Rem Koolhaas, and the partnership
of Jacques Herzog and Pierre De Meuron--has the colloquial, engaging tone of a series of lectures on
modern architecture by a master architect; the reader hears not the dispassionate theorizing of an
academic, but Moneo's own deeply held convictions as he considers the work of his contemporaries.
More than 500 illustrations accompany the text. Discussing each of the eight architects in turn, Moneo
first gives an introductory profile, emphasizing intentions, theoretical concerns, and construction
procedures. He then turns to the work, offering detailed critical analyses of the works he considers to
be crucial for an informed understanding of this architect's work. The many images he uses to
illustrate his points resemble the rapid-fire flash of slides in a lecture, but Moneo's perspective is
unique among lecturers. These profiles are not what Moneo calls the "tacit treatises" that can be found
on the shelves of a university library, but lively encounters of architectural equals.

Sykes, A. Krista. The Architecture Reader: Essential Writings from Vitruvius to the Present (2007). 
The Architecture Reader brings together for the first time texts written by architects of international
esteem. Encompassing two thousand years of building history, these writings engage persistent
concerns in architecture and design, including the role of the architect, and the relationships between
architecture, nature, art and science.

Recommendations from Diane Shaw (Arch’l History Professor): 
Stilgoe, John Common Landscape of America, 1580-1845 (1983), 

... for a geographer's take,  
Wright, Gwendolyn.  Building the Dream: Social History of Housing in America (1983) 

... for a thematic study. This book is concerned essentially with the model of domestic environment in
this country, as it has evolved from colonial architecture through current urban projects.

Upton, Dell. Architecture in the United States (1998)
...for iconic material handled by a creative thinker. From Native American sites in New Mexico and
Arizona to the ancient earthworks of the Mississippi Valley to the most fashionable contemporary
buildings of Chicago and New York, American architecture is incredibly varied. In this revolutionary
interpretation, Upton examines American architecture in relation to five themes: community, nature,
technology, money, and art.  


