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 assignment four: KNOTS 
 DUE: 26 Apri l  2009 11:59pm 
 
 

Take your knot model and invert the solid-void relationship (The wooden segments are now voids in a solid). 
The void is now a path to walk through; scale your knot appropriately.  
 
Your site is a cliff side, with entry at the base of the cliff and the path carved out of the solid rock. The cliff is 
100ft tall.  
 
Your program is a rare assemblage of a personal collection, stored in a remote area by a paranoid collector 
afraid of the apocalypse.  
There are five (5) items to store and display: 
1. A full size replica of Michelangelo’s David (1504). 17ft. tall 
2. “Inverted Jenny” US Postage Stamp (1918). .75”x.75” 
3. Marcel Duchamp’s The Bride Stripped Bare by Her Bachelors, Even (The Large Glass) (1915-23). 

109”x69” 
4. A Johannes Gutenberg Bible, 1st edition, (1452-3). (25”Wx17”H, dimensions while open).  
5. Felix Gonzalez-Torres, Untitled (Placebo). Large supply of silver-foiled wrapped candies, dimensions 

variable and each installation is different.  
 
 In addition to new voids to accommodate each item, carve out a void for a sleeping space for the collector. 
 
 ADDITIONAL: Craft a wooden sectional model that can delaminate to see various sections of the spaces.  
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 assignment four: (TELE)VISION 
 DUE: 26 Apri l  2009 11:59pm 
 
 
 
 Design a space for outdoor viewing of projected images.  
 

The site is Flagstaff Hill in Schenley Park, overlooking the Phipps Conservatory. Site maps will be posted on the 
course blog for download. 
 
Include: Two screens, (1) 20’x40’ (min.) screen (1) 10’x20’ screen (they may be back-to-back), projector (front 
or rear) with housing, area for seating up to 500 people, and new paths as necessary. Consider sight lines. 
Provide a conditioned space for film storage/winter equipment (min. 500sqft), restrooms for employees and 
the public. You may consider a canopy or other covering. 

 
You must consider the winter season when the screen is removed and the viewing area is not used exclusively 
for screening images. Select winter sports that your site will accommodate. Design your viewing area to actively 
engage these activities. You must also consider daytime activities when it is too bright for projection. 
 
Use land manipulations to craft your design.  

  
     ADDITIONAL: Craft a wood model at a larger scale (1/4” or ½” scale) of a portion of your design.  
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 assignment four: WATER 
 DUE: 26 Apri l  2009 11:59pm 
 
 

[Consider a site where water meets land. Launch a 63-ft. 8-person scull (212lbs. See attached drawing). The 
land meets the water at 15% slope. The land continues at that slope until it is 15ft. under water (see attached 
site section drawing). A canopy is required to cover the launch. A flat platform must accommodate the boat at 
launch and removal from water. 
 
The Water rises 2-ft. throughout the day (low at midday). The water may rise 5-ft. throughout the year in flood 
years. Work in section. Consider the water as a line where the volume of water meets the volume of air. Use 
trace paper. Cut and Fill the land to create water manipulations.] (As before) 

 
50% of your design must be a manipulation of the sloping ground.  
 
Build a grandstand or seating area for max. 500 people to watch boat races, keeping in mind the sight lines up 
and down river. Design an all-weather shed to store six (6) boats. Consider the clearances required to store 
and launch boats.  
 
Consider winter use, when boating is not possible and the river is frozen. 

 
ADDITIONAL: Build a finely crafted wooden sectional model that can be placed in a water-filled tub. 
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 assignment four: REACH 
 DUE: 26 Apri l  2009 11:59pm 
 
 

Design a fashion emporium in the given urban infill site. The fashion line has three levels of quality: “off the 
peg” (entry level, cheapest), “bridge line” (middle level), and “bespoke/haute couture” (expensive and custom). 
The fashion line does all work in-house, including design, sewing, fabric storage, small office, and fashion 
“runway” space for public presentations.  
 
Use your archive design and adapt it to the fashion program. 
 
The site is unchanged, but you may extend the rear boundary 15ft past the existing buildings, and you may 
occupy only one adjacent roof, but the buildings can only accommodate a platform design and no other 
structure. 
 
Decide how the varying levels of access apply to this program, how the program needs to move and 
accommodate various programs over different times of day. 
 
The entire space is to be considered mutable, where shelves, tables, enclosures, etc. can change and be 
moved for various special events, locking down the collection on that occasion the entire space is made 
available for a large group. 25% of the space is a flexible area used for a variety of community activities. It 
must accommodate groups of people able to perform physical acts. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL: Craft a wood sectional model at a larger scale (1/4” or 1/2” scale) of a portion of your design. 
 

 
 


